
Students going into 8th Grade 2021-2022
Title Author Genre Description

Among the
Hidden

Margaret
Peterson
Haddix

Mystery

In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children,
Luke, an illegal third child, has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's
farm in this start to the Shadow Children series from Margaret Peterson Haddix.

Okay for
Now

Gary D.
Schmidt

Realistic
Fiction

Doug struggles to be more than the "skinny thug" that some people think him to be. He finds
an unlikely ally in Lil Spicer, who gives him the strength to endure an abusive father, the
suspicions of a town, and the return of his oldest brother, forever scarred, from Vietnam.
Schmidt expertly weaves multiple themes of loss and recovery in a story teeming with
distinctive, unusual characters and invaluable lessons about love, creativity, and survival.

Restart Gordon
Korman

Realistic
Fiction

Chase Ambrose doesn’t remember falling off the roof. He doesn’t remember hitting his head.
In fact, he doesn’t remember anything. He wakes up in a hospital room and suddenly has to
learn his whole life over again … starting with his own name. Okay, he’s Chase. But who is
Chase? Soon he’s hearing stories of the alpha jock and bully who held a reign of terror over
an entire school. Is that the person he was … and is destined to be again? Is it possible to
restart?

Hunger
Games

Suzanne
Collins

Science
Fiction/

Dystopian

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining
Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol keeps the districts in line by
forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to
participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV.

The
Insignificant
Events in the

Life of a
Cactus

Dusti
Bowling Mystery

Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a
wildfire in Tanzania, but the truth is that she was born without them. And when her parents
take a job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves
with them across the country knowing that she'll have to answer the question over and over
again.

Refugee Alan Gratz Adventure/
Survival

All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable
dangers -- from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope of
tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and
decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end.

The
Crossover

Sports
Fiction

(in Verse)

Kwame
Alexander

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking
the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a
game-changer for the entire family.


